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About the Urban Pioneer

A programme to test new tools and methods for investing in and managing the natural

environment, our vision is:

Creating a better natural environment
People, Health, Economy, Growth…

To make a clear and evident contribution to Greater Manchester’s natural

environment, engaging and connecting people with nature, maximising their

health and economic benefits through investment in the environment, creating

sustainable growth and a good quality of life.
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Background

1. Testing new tools and methods as 
part of a Natural Capital Approach

2. Demonstrating a joined-up 
integrated approach to planning and 
delivery

3. Pioneering and scaling up the use of 
new funding opportunities

4. Growing our understanding of what 
works, sharing lessons and best 
practice

Defra programme

Supporting the development and 
implementation of the 25 Year Environment 
Plan

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 25-year goals 

Our policies will focus on: 

 Using and managing land sustainably 

 Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of 

landscapes 

 Connecting people with the environment to improve 

health and wellbeing 

 

We will achieve: 

 Clean air 

 

 Clean and plentiful water 

 Thriving plants and wildlife 

 Reduced risk of harm from environmental hazards 

such as flooding and drought 

 Using resources from nature more sustainably and 

efficiently 

 Enhanced beauty, heritage and engagement with the 

natural environment 

 

 

We will manage pressures on the environment by: 

 Mitigating and adapting to climate change 

 

 Minimising waste 

 

 Managing exposure to chemicals 

 

 Enhancing biosecurity 

 Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and 

waste 

 Securing clean, productive and biologically diverse seas and 

oceans 

 Protecting and improving the global environment 
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Creating a natural liveable city region
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Developing and testing a 

communication & engagement model
Led by

Developing a demonstrator project 

that shows the benefit of a Natural 

Capital Approach on project funding

Led by

Creating a Natural Capital Investment 

Plan

Led by

Demonstrating a place based 

approach to delivery that improves 

policy and decision making

Led by

Developing the evidence base Led by
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Natural Capital Account for Greater Manchester
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Natural Capital Account for River Mersey Flood Scheme
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Ecosystem Opportunity Mapping
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Biodiversity Net Gain
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Natural Capital Investment Plan
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Sustainable  Drainage Model

Moorlands Junior 

School an example 

of how a natural

capital approach and bring 

about a wealth of benefits, 

including financial
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To find out more …

For more information email us at:

UrbanPioneer@environment-agency.gov.uk

Or visit our website:

https://naturegreatermanchester.co.uk/project/urban-
pioneer/
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